
The Data Before Us
D O  L E G A L  A N A L Y T I C  T O O L S  A F F E C T  R E S E A R C H  ( O R  L A W Y E R S ' )  B E H A V I O R  O R

F R O M  “ T H I S  I S  P R E P O S T E R O U S ! ”  T O  “ T H I S  I S . . . S O M E W H A T  S E N S I B L E ? "









No one 
actually 
uses these 



These 
numbers are 
meaningless



So I asked 
a bunch of 
other 
librarians



I was wrong



Judges





Attorneys





Experts





Courts







Verdicts





Companies





The Big 
Players

Lexis

Westlaw

Bloomberg Law

Docket Alarm



Legal research
I think this type of analytics makes the most sense to 
attorneys and is closest to the case law research they do. 
However, it’s a way to enhance their research not replace 
traditional searches. 



Business development
It can be good for researching companies – for pitching 
business it helps to see what a company’s litigation history 
is, and what law firms they’ve used in the past



Litigation
If case gets reassigned how is this judge different than the one 
you had.  



Research opposing 
counsel

Look up firms and attorneys to see whom they have 
represented; history of wins and losses.



Strategy 
We want to know how long it typically takes that particular 
judge to rule on that kind of motion, so we can manage the 
client’s expectations.



Trends
Spotting trends and changes in particular areas of law for 
strategic planning purposes



Was I wrong?



Let’s try a sample 
question

What percentage of Motions to Dismiss has Judge 
Rebecca Pallmeyer granted in the last 5 years?



Gaps



Lack of consistency



Lack of consistency



Not in the picture

However, showing “win rates” as part of the experience data is iffy.

Throw in the political nature of judicial appointments … and you’ve 
got a whole lot more factors to consider. 

Not to mention the role of clerks



Does it matter?



Hype

Yes, vendors hype the theoretical all the time – they love saying 
their platforms can help an attorney predict how a judge will 
rule (though I think they avoid the word “predict” these days).



Data

It’s “something” and it gives them the foundation for the story 
they want to tell a client. In other words, they do not let 
perfection be the enemy of good. 

A rep from Docket Alarm told me that a key issue in analytics 
development is “defining the grey.” I absolutely love this phrase 
to describe understanding what analytics cannot confidently 
determine. 



At the end of the day a story 
that includes some data is 
more compelling than a gut 
reaction (even from a very 
experienced a lawyer).



What’s the 
actual 
purpose?



Something is 
better than 
nothing



Good enough 
is enough



What 
about AI?



APIs



Extractive 
AI



Generative 
AI



What 
students 
should know



They exist



Why they 
exist



Be very 
careful!



Limit the field



What data is 
this?


